
 
 

OB Provider’s Role in Funding Healthy Start 

Healthy Start (HS) is a state and federally-funded statewide program. Thirty-three coalitions exist across the state, 

and funds are allocated among these coalitions based on several factors. Unfortunately, the amount allocated to 

Orange County (OC) has steadily declined over the past few years. OB providers and hospitals play a huge role in 

two of these factors that determine the amount of funds the Healthy Start Coalition of Orange County receives: 

 10% is based on prenatal and postnatal screening form consent-to-screen rates 

 30% is based on consent to participate in the program plus the number of infants served 

 

Additional data regarding screening and funding show: 

 Prenatal consent-to-screen rate is at an alarmingly low rate for the 2012-13 FY – 72%, down from 84% in 

2011-12 

 HS funding to OC has decreased from $2.2M during the 2009-10 to $1.8M during the 2011-12  

 

When compared with Duval and Hillsborough counties who have similar number of births, OC’s funding falls far 

short: 

 Orange County   15,671 births   $1.8M 

 Duval County  13,316 births  $3.0M 

 Hillsborough County 16,374 births   $3.3M 

 

 

Encouraging EVERY women to consent to the HS screen not only allows her risk for a poor birth outcome to 

be assessed, it also allows Healthy Start to continue to be able to provide more services to women and infants 

who need or want them because it determines part of the funding amount.  Regrettably, the following has 

occurred: 

 Year-to-date data for the 2012-13 FY show that 3,387 women were not screened – 2,651 (78%) were not 

given a HS screening form and 736 (22%) refused/declined to be screened 

 3,387 women’s risk for having a poor birth outcome - a baby born too soon, too small, or with 

health/developmental problems - was not able to be assessed by HS, and valuable services to reduce those 

risks were not able to be offered 

Please help Orange County receive its full share of funding and screen every pregnant woman and newborn! 


